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The H-bomb test on Bikini Atoll was a key image in the 50s exotica boom, when Martin Denny, Arthur 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, ore-mail: fte_rare@tikrfne.co.ufe Please include a full 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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Open daily 10am - 6pm, 

Tuesday and Wednesday until 8pm 
Advance Booking 0171 960 4242 
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Chur 

T his feels unfamiliar - it's eight o'clock on a 
Saturday evening and I’m fighting to get into 
church. Queue jumping, some light elbow work, a 
pained expression, anything that will get me inside the 
St Martinskirche in time for the four minute 
performance by the Wattwil Jodlerklub, led by Valotti 
Willi. They are just one of the hundreds of yodelling 
choirs competing during these three days of ultra-Swiss 
yodelling insanity, officially titled the 23rd North East 

There are 3000 people taking part and maybe 
20,000 visitors — and most of them seem to have got 
in ahead of me. They’re crammed into the not very large 
church, hanging from the rafters and spilling from the 
balcony, albeit in a polite and organised Swiss fashion. 

walk on briskly to make the most of their brief slot 
Resplendent in bright red embroidered waistcoats and 

semicircle and stand attentive, all with hands in pockets 
and stomachs to the fore. Even the women in traditional 

(conducting is not allowed), they watch for tiny eye and 
mouth signals from the leader, and start to yodel. 

So what does a yodelling choir sound like? There are 
no lyrics, at least in this most traditional of styles, the 
'NaturjodeT, and the music is astonishingly slow. Each 
gj phrase progresses serenely like a heavenly forest of 
g pigeons warbling and the final chord of the phrase is 
g suspended pianissimo: an exhilarating technique. This 


A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month... 
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Composers don’t get much more minimalist than Arnold Dreyblatt, who worked his way up from 

single string 











the sound of one strung wire to an Orchestra Of Excited Strings. 
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on the frets 

The original American Primitive, John Fahey’s raw mixes of blues, folk and musique 
concrete embody the spirit of American alternative music. But during the 60s and 70s, 
the authenticity of Fahey’s blues cost him pain and near madness .With the debt now 
paid in full, he’s making his best music yet, and building links with a new generation of 
musical refuseniks. Story: Edwin Pouncey. Photography: Dean Belcher 



































H The idea was to record the saddest, most morbid 
and angry music in the world, using a guitar. Music 
to encourage people to commit suicide J J 
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Concreting folk’s garden 
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In the wake of the A-bomb test oh Bikini Atoll, the Easy Listening exotica of 
Two into the build-up to the Cold War. Now, Muzak forms part of the security 
global expansion, as returning GI Elvis Presley decamped to Honolulu, hooked 





* 



Martin Denny, Les Baxter and Arthur Lyman eased America’s comedown from World War 
systems in US missile silos. Meanwhile, exotica supplied the images of America’s post-war 
up to the Intelstat satellite, and said ‘Aloha’ to one billion TV viewers. Words: Ken Hollings 











































Invisible 

jukebox 


Every month we play a musician a series of records 
which they’re asked to identify and comment on — 
with no prior knowledge of what they’re about to 
hear. This month it’s the turn of... 



Talvin Singh 

Tested by Rob Young 

Talvin Singh was bom to Punjabi parents in East London, and grew up surrounded by 
both Indian classical music and the emerging street sounds of Electro and ska. Aged 
five, he was packed off to India to study classical tabla under Pandit Laxman Singh, 

groups. In 1<&3, Bjork invitedhim to provide Bollywood-style string arrangements foi 
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the . 
primer 


An occasional series in which we offer a beginner’s guide 
to the essential recordings of some of our favourite 
musicians and genres. This month, Art Lange rescues 
musique concrete from the rubble of 20th century 
experimental music. Illustration: Savage Pencil 
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charts 


n the outer limits of planet sound 


Godspeed You Black Emperor f#a#<~ (Kranky) 
Various We Are Reasonable People (Warp) 

Thievery Corporation Sounds From The Thievery Hi- 


Monsoon Bassoon Wise Guy (Weird Neighbourhood 
Jega Spectrum (Planet p) 

Fridge Ceefax (Output) 

The Rolling Stones Exile On Main Street (Rolling 


John Barry Best Of Film & TV Themes (Pol 
Doris Day Hit Singles Collection (Telstar) 

DJ Icey The Funky Breaks (ffrr) 


Human Confused Moods EP (Human) 

Funkstorung with Bjork This Shit (Fat Cat) 

The Dylan Group & HIM ST (Bubble Core) 
Godspeed You Black Emperor! f#a#™ (Kranky) 
Ma Cherie For Painting Extra Bille EP (Earworm) 
Zeek Sheck Good Luck Suckers (Skin Graft) 

Tone RecPholcus (Sub Rosa) 

Jim O’Rourke Please Note Our Failure (Some) 


Organum Veil Of Tears (Matchless) 

Merzbow Pinkream (Dirter Promotions) 

Fred Frith Step Across The Border (ESD) 
Hawkwind Doremi Fasol Latido (One Way Records 


Miles Davis Big Fun (Sony) 

La Dusseldorf La Dusseldorf (Captain Trip) 

Solex Solex Vs The Hitmeister (Matador) 
Captain Beefheart Lick My Decals Off, Baby 

Miles Davis Jack Johnson (Sony) 

Pere Ubu 30 Seconds Over Tokyo (Geffen) 
AC/DC Highway To Hell (Atlantic) 

BALL Hardball (Shimmy Disc) 


Various Koln Kompakt (Kompakt) 
Kraftwerk Concert Classics (Ranchlife 
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Since his days with Henry Cow, Tim 
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Robin Rimbaud crosses the NoiseGate with Granular Synthesis 
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August's selected live events, club spaces and broadcasts 













Transglobal Underground 

rejoice rejoice 


PLEASE DANCE SIDEWAYS AT ALL TIMES 
Out now on Nation Records 





















































































































































Barcelona beanfeast 

Our August offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a unique, 4CD set of 
groundbreaking electronic music from Sonar 98 — FREE! 

Sonar 98 (54 tracks on 4CDs) 

For the last five years, the annual Sonar Festival has 
been bringing the finest electronic music to 
Barcelona. This year featured the largest ever line¬ 
up (see On Location, page 78), and this wide- 
ranging four CD set was produced in conjunction 
with the event. With 54 tracks in total, contributed 
by most of the international artists who appeared at 
the three day event, the set adds up to a 
comprehensive survey of the global electronic 
network. Previously unavailable in the UK, here is 
your chance to cofiect a FREE copy — along 
with your first subscription to The Wire. 

Includes tracks by: Jimi Tenor, Frederic 
Galliano, DJ Vadim, Mouse On Mars, 

Francois Kervorkian, Whirlpool Productions, 

Angel Molina, Les Rhythmes Digitales, Laurent ' 

Gamier, Porter Ricks, Dr Walker, Coldcut, Aux 
88, The Modernist, Surgeon, Jeff Mills, DJHell, Jay 
Denham, 0, Max Brennan, Neotropic, Club Off 
Chaos, Francisco Lopez, Signal, Pan Sonic, Potuzm 
Farmers Manual and many more 
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epiphanies 

Richard Henderson experiences an acid flashback 
to 1977 and David Bowie’s Low 















ALSO AVAILABLE: 

HUNGRY ghost , 

COMING SOON: B 


FROM-: ..PAUL SCHUTZE, BP.SERVICE, ALIEN 
'RM^B'Q'IIATORIES, PUGS,: MADAM'CRAIN 
^G, GABOR KEMSNY, VINCE KOSA .VS TEST I 


ARM, HYRO, 
4D. WAUOR.N 












